
O.J- FOREMAN"CITY MOVES ro LOCATE COURT
CIVIC CENTER
3oard of Supervisors 
Must Approve District

NEW

Hanson Says:

The first step for the establishment of a Torrance municipal court to be lo­ 
cated on the new civic center site was taken Tuesday night by the City Council.

A resolution was called for asking the County Board of Supervisors to estab- 
i a municipal court district here. Atty. James M. Hall said the resolution would 
ready early April. 
If favorable action Is taken 

by the supervisors, the court 
will probably be locator! on 
the new civic center slt« 
north of Torrance blvd. be­ 
tween Maple and Madrona.
Presently municipal court

matter* from Torrance are
handled by the two South Bay

^municipal courts in Redondo
Beach. *

The growing demands of 
this rapidly expanding area 
makes a local municipal court 
highly desirable and needed, 
It ban been pointed out. 
Torrance had a city court 

until two years ago when it was 
abolished by the Inferior Courts 
Reorganization Act.

tounty Civic 
Center Fund 
In Budget

Rapid action in the -locating 
of a branch county civic center

» serve the communities of 
<4*.rson, Dominguez, Lomita, Lo- 
mita Pines, Miraleste, Rolling 
IfillK, and Pains Verdes was 
forecast Tuesday by Supervisor 
Burton W. Chare, who an­ 
nounced that the County Re­ 
gional Planning Commission 
has already begun studies to de­ 
termine the exact location for 
the center.

In Budget
^Chact revealed that, the 
%unty'» chief administrative 
officer, Arthur J. Will, has 
 tated that money for the pur­ 
chase of a site and preparation 
of necessary plans will be in­ 
cluded ki the county'* 1955-56 
budget.

Will's action was brought 
about as a result of a letter

ANNEXATION TAX 
STUDY 'RIDICULOUS'

A Great Lakes Carbon official this week labeled as 
"utterly ridiculous" a cost-analysis prepared for the 
Ranch o Palos Verdes Protective association purporting- to 
show that every man, woman, and child in Torrance would 
have to pay $400 in additional^ 
school taxes if the 6513 acres 
are annexed to Torrance.

"I have not seen the actuaj 
cost analysis but I have seen 
newspaper accounts of it,"
stated Ivar Hanson, of Great 
Lakes, "but the 3.6 homes per 
acre figure on which the cost 
analysis is based is utterly 
ridiculous. We couldn't build 
3.6 homes per acre unless we 
could put platforms over the 
canyons."

Self-Supporting
Hanson re-emp'hasi/ed the 

fact that the figures prepared 
by Great Lakes are conserva­ 
tive and that the area would 
definitely pay for itself a,nd 
that Torrance would still come 
out, ah<*ad financially over a 10- 
year period of time.

While Rolling Hills residents 
claim that some of the lots ap-

first subdivision are under 7000 
sq. ft, Hanson maintained that 
nowhere is that the case. 

Professor's Survey
The cost - analysis presented 

to the Protective association by 
a "noted accountant and uni­ 
versity pro fessor" maintains 
that Torrance residents could 
pay $19,609,515 in additional 
school taxes if annexation goes 
through.

The findings are computed 
on the assumption that the 
to be annexed would

Rubber Plants
Sale of three synthetic rub­ 

ber plants in the Torrance area 
to Shell Chemical company for 
$30,000,000 went into effect at 
midnight Friday.

Involved were tyhe Shell 
Chemical company 
plant. 19821 South 
street;
pany

from Ch« » of March 22 i"e-j f)f (hp I ;IX P<, during; the
thereafter,

; .-,.^,.-. «... computed   on the 
basis of 3.6 homes per acre, the 
average density of five tracts 
approved for the area, accord­ 
ing to the analysis. 

The 3.6 homes per acre figure

the branch nvjc 
center to serve "this rapidly 
growing ar^a of the county." 
In his letter Chace also re­ 
quested that funds be included 
at the earliest possible time in 
order that there be no delay in 
establishing the administrative 
center.

According to Chace, it is 
planned to locate in the new 

(Turn to Pa*e »)

physically impossible by Han-

Identification 
Cards Issued 
Press Boys

Torrane* newwboya have
> « e » i*»ucd Idenlf lcat»on

card* which they will carry
with them when making their
monthly collection*.

Boy* fthould not be paid nn- 
!« *« th*>y *how their Identifica­ 
tion card which l» Intended to 
protect them an well a* our 
reader*.

The wal»et-*izp whit* card 
carrle* a picture of the boy, a 
erial number, and the, car­ 

rier's name.
Eve.ry resident wlttoln our 

circulation area l» entitled to 
a fre« copy of Tfw» Torranc* 
Prftnn. The money given our 
Merchant Newaboya I* for 
fhelr aervicea only. The boy* 
keep whatevery money they 
collect, Payment IH strictly 
voluntary, a* I* the amount 

ch you wish to pay. When 
ing be *nre you are pay- 

Ing the, boy whone plclure ap­ 
pear* on the Identification 
<rard and also a*k for your re­ 
ceipt. Jl

 on.

However, on the basis of that 
figure, the total school -popula­ 
tion would be 14.600 rather than 
11,315 an maintained by Great 
Lakes.

This would require three high
schools and 16 elementary
schools, instead of a total of

(Turn to Pag« 9)

FORGERY 
LEADS TO 
ARREST

I»w salary, a large family, 
and gambling debts were 
thought to he possible motives 
for the passing of $900 worth 
of stolen or forged checks by 
George A. Livingston, 52, of 
18209 Bonham, Gardena.

Livingston wax arrested Fri­ 
day and arraigned on three 
counts of forgery in the South 
Bay municipal court, according 
to Det. Sgt. Percy Bennett.

Around $400 worth of checks 
were passed in Torrance, Ben­ 
nett stated.

Livingston is married and has 
'several" children. He was 
making $1.25 an hour and was 
getting in debt more and more 
by gambling, Bennett stated. '

"Livingston said he was glad 
he was arrested," ^Jennett said. 
"He said he knew that h« 
would get caught som« time."

2ND COMMUNITY FAIR 
SET FOR JULY 13-17
4f

Lioyd B. Familo of the Junior Chamber of Com­ 
merce recently-appointed general chairman of the Com­ 
munity Fair to be, hold July 13-17, has announced that 
this year's proceeds will «o to Rome deserving civic bene­ 
ficiary, as was last year's practice. _ ________ 

"A committee is now in the*
of '-< reining possible re- 

f I nr profits," Familo
tion to Torrance," Familo as­ 
serted, "because events of this

Rubber com- 
plant, 19201 
avenue; and 

Dow Chemical styrene plant, 
20021 South Vermont avenue.

The three plants, built in 1943 
for government rubber produc­ 
tion ,were sold in a package 
after the Senate voted down a 
resolution which would have 
blocked the sale of these and 
21 other governments' plants in 
a package deal.

Red Cross
Deadline
Today

A major Red Cross victory 
for Torrance appeared immi­ 
nent today •> faen, fund 
chairman, i that cam­ 
paign returns from volunteers
-In a final effort to meet to­ 

day's official deadline   - were 
pouring in wirh consistency at 
campaign headquarters.

Workers entered the final 
stretch of the 1955 fund pro­ 
gram at the beginning of the 
week, when a 90 per <*mt goal
  based on a sum of $12,260   
gave Torrance's team the 
strongest bid for the Earle M. 
Jorgenson trophy, due to go to 
the first Los Angeles commu­ 
nity to top an area goal.

With approximately $1500 yet

Ice Cream 
Truck Goes 
It Alone

After Its driver fell out of an 
icecream truck on Western 
avenue near 223rd street Thurs­ 
day, the truck kept on going 
and struck three parked cars 
before coming to a stop.

Suffering major injuries to 
her pride and apparently only 
minor ones to her body, Mrs. 
Ruby Harriett Lamphere, 51, of 
1722 West 236th street fell out 
of the truck when she swerved 
to avoid an auto backing out of 
a parking lot, according to 
police record.
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6 - Year - Old Boy Saves Dog 
From 'Bottomless' Oil Sump
Car Takes 
Off as 
Bullets Fly

A man, who drove to the side 
of the road to rest because he 
wasn't feeling well, got better 
fast, and took off in a hurry 
after two bullets came crashing 
inlo his car Monday night.

A possible would-be bandit

into the man's car.
Harold I.. Neumann, 34, o/ 

407 Anita MtreH, Kcdondo 
Beach, ,«*aid hi* CUT was fired 
on while it wan parked alomff 
the 3700 block of 168th Mreet 
shortly after 10 p.m. Neu­ 
mann said be had twn hullei 
mark* on him car to prove It, 
accord ling to Det.-C-apt. Ernie 
Afliiton. 
There was a crease across the

hood and an oblique hole
through the outside panel of
the right door. 

Neumann, father of two boys,

an electronics class at El Ca- 
mino college when he became 
ill and stopped at the 168th 
street location to rest.

IJpVwi MM-ln? a liffht through 
tlhe rear windshield, he barked 
hi* car Kliffhtly and drove off. 

"Someoiie whoiited, 'Hey,' 
ami then 1 heard KhotK being 
flr«d. I got away from 
faaty* ho said. > 
He ( called Tormic* 

from a service station at Cren- 
shaw and Torrance boulevards.

COUNCIL 
BRIEFS

TORRANOC ARMORY: A
request by the Torrance armory 
for $300 from the city of Tor­ 
rance annually to meet certain 
necessary expense* has been 
submitted to the city attorney 
for a recommendation.

REFUSE OOIJJOCTION: Ap­ 
proval of a $1 fee for the col 
lection of each cubic yard of 
commercial refuse was given 
by the Council. An ordinance 
will be drafted. One free 18 
cubic foot collection wHl be 
granted each week.

NAVAL HtJPPLY IMGPOT: 
An appeal to official govern- 

(Turn to Page 9)

GAS STATION 
BURGLARIZED

Cigarettes, candy, a radio, 
and a Remington elect.ric shav­ 
er valuer! at $121.70 were stolen 
from a gas station owned by 
Earl R. Christensen, 73, of 1138 
Lomita sometime between Fri­ 
day night and Saturday morn 
Ing, according to Lermox »her 
Iff s.

PUP SLIPS INTO 
ILLEGAL SUMP

A 6-year-old boy who was picking flowers for his 
mother in an open field saved the life of hia little dog when 
the 1-year-old pup slipped and fell into a "bottomless" 
vmfenced oil sump Saturday afternoon.

Park

By Council
All bids for park improve­ 

ment* in Torrance were reject­ 
ed by the City Council Tuesday 
night in order to study prob­ 
lems which have arisen since 
the proposals were received 
two weeks ago.

One of these problems i« t*ie 
numerous protests which have 
been received from Seaside resi­ 
dents regarding a pitch and 
putt golf course in that area.

One of the other reasons was 
that even the lowest bid was 
nbout $50,(XX) higher than the 
city was able to spend.

A public hearing will be held 
tonight by the Recreation Com­ 
mission on the Sensido problem. 
The meeting will be held at 7:30 
r-m. »t Seaside elementary |

Ttofc project: should be re-ad- 1 
vertised after the Seaside prob­ 
lem is resolved and other pos­ 
sible changes are made, accord­ 
ing to City Manager George 
Steven*.

Checks And 
'Captain 1 

Both Phony
A wave, pleasant Individual, 

posing an a naval captain, has 
passed two personal no-account 
checks in Torrance. according 
to Det. Sgt, Percy Bennett.

One of these check* was 
pawed at Ben's Delicatewum, 
1300 fcartori. The $30 check 
was u*ed to pay for $4 worth 
of Mquor.

The man allegedly gave false 
Navy identification In cashing 
the checks. He wore a full uni­ 
form. complete with "scrambled
eggs."

He used the name T. R. 
Stevens, and gave a local ad- 
dreM. No one there ever heard 
ot him.

Me wan dencrroed M about 50 
years old. fi'l" tall, weighing 
220 pounds, and having 
ruddy complexion.

Credited with saving the life 
of his 1   year - old canine com­ 
panion, Chigger, is Tony Bled­ 
soe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jor­ 
dan R. Bledsoe of 23014 Meyler, 
Keystone.

The accident occurred at a 
sprawling illegal oil sump in a 
field near 231st st. and Meyler.

TWO NEWCOMERS

"The aim of the Torrance; na ture seem to grow on peo- 
is community better pjp   

W nt, and this year's Fair willj j^p Indicated such special at- 
dedicated to that goal." tractions as a queen contest, 

Meeting Hot scores of commercial and In- 
He and his helpers have al- ! dust rial exhibits, nightly enter- 

ready begun plans for the five-'tainfnent. kids' day, a giant 
day affair, and representatives midway lined with rides and 
of civic, fraiernal, and charita-l games, and valuable door prizes 
hie organizations have been in-j which will be given away all 
vited to attend a dinner meet-i during the fair.

TORRANCh..

out of the sump, little Tony 
raced back to the house carry­ 
ing the dog, crying,

"Momma.. Momma, look what 
happened to Chigger-"

"There's Just no bottom to 
that sump." Mrs. Bledsoe stated. 
"Tf Tony would have gone into 
it further he wouldn't have got­ 
ten out. Chigger was in it up 
to his neck. Only his back was 
showing."

In the meantime, while these 
hazards to animals and children 
persist, Torrance, Los Angeles 
county and L. A. city are either 
still working to whip up an oil 
sump ordinance with "teeth in 
it" or are-trying to get by with 
what they have.

'Model' Law Planne'd 
Torrance's City Attorney 

James Hall stated that the first 
Job of fhe new deputy city at­ 
torney. Stanley Remelmeyer, is 
to draft a strong oil sump ordi­ 
nance. Hall stated that. Kernel- 
meyer has had a lot of experi­ 
ence with this particular prob­ 
lem and is expected to draft a 
model ordinance.

Provisions which haw been 
discussed for Bitch an ordi­ 
nance include: cleaning up 
and eliminating existing 
wimp*; forbidding new 
sumps; light link fences In 
case sumps are allowed; a 
stiff performance bond in or­ 
der to assure that demands 
are complied wlthj and a fe« 
on abandoned derricks to din- 
courage oilmen from keeping 
Hie derricks standing.
While t'hig ordinance te being 

drafted, violations of the pres­ 
ent ordinance are still going on 
daily in the Torrance oil fields.

Dally Violations
One such is an unfenced sump

right next to the Wood elemen
tary school, corner Arlington
and 235th st. Though the Tor
ranee Press exposed that situa
tion last week, no apparent at
tempt to correct it had been

(Turn to P»gw 11)

Pres(s)to! 
She's So 
Happy Now!

Mrs. O. E. Rjchardxon of 
20519 Budlong avenue, Tor­ 
rance, is happy this week.

The reason? She had a sew­ 
ing machine which she wanted 
to sell and she sold it instantly 
through a Torrance Press class 
ified ad.

This is the way her ad read:
FOR RAL,K: TCl^trlo 

r Mowing; rnaohln* *nd 
Practically IIPW. 

I>A, 4-6323

It's so easy to solve your 
problem with a Press classifier 
ad. All you have to do is cal 
FA. 8-2345 and ask for "class! 
fled." A friendly salesgirl wil 
help you word your inexpensive 
ad Just right. All it takes is 
15 words or less to get instant 
results.

Gone With 
The Goods

•Prftts Plioto
ANOTHER NEAR-TRAGEDY . . . Little 6-ye»r-oJd Tony Bledsoe 
of 23014 Meyler, Keystone and his I-year-old pup, Chigger, look 
at a corner of the deep tump into wbicn Chigger feH. The little 
terrier was rescued by hie 6-year-old master. The incident re­ 
calls another recent ease in which a 6-year-old boy pulled his 
2-year-old baby sister from an illegal, unfenced sump into which 
she had fallen.

Unconscious 
Six Weeks 
After Crash

Still critical and unconscious 
six weeks after a collision in 
which he was involved during 
which four teenagers were 
killed and three injured is 
Charles Slatten. 1 , of 18329 
Roslin avenue, Torrance.

Slatten is at Harbor General 
Hospital. The accident occurred 
at Crenshaw and Rosecrans.

Also reported critical still Is 
C. V. Goodwin of 1018 West 
222nd street. Goodwin was 
burned critically when the 
midget race car he was demon­ 
strating for his son, Phillip, 9, 
overturned and burned March 6.

Thief Takes 
Goods, Cash

were stolen sometime Saturday 
evening from the home of M», 
and Mrs. G«orge Simpeon of 
24413 Narbonne avenue, accordV 
ing to LennoK sheriffs.

Taken from the bedroom 
while the Simpsons were out to 
dinner were three men's wrist- 
watches (-including an Elgin), 
bills totaling $190, two payroll 
and two personal checks, and 
two lady's wrtofcwatche* (Gruen 
and Bulova).

Enterprising Teenagers 
Start Drive For Center

By RALPH R. ftOMPERTZ
A jrroup of youngsters, disturbed by the fact that 

Torrance does not have a youth center for teenagers, have 
taken it upon themselves to start a spirited drive to raise 
$10,000 by July in order to build such a center.

Heading this drive

April Fool's 
Dance Slated 
Friday Nite

An April Fool's dance, open 
to the public, will he held at the 
Civic Auditorium, corner Crav­ 
ens and El Prado, Friday night, 
April 1. starting at 8 p.m.

The adult dance is one of the 
many money - raising events 
planned by the youth group of 
the To"rranee Coordinating 
Council in order to raise enough

liigh school students.
The youth group's goal is 

to build a teenage center the 
sl»,e of the YVVCA.
The featured band for the

Goods valued at $2H9 were
stolen sometime Monday from   ,. , . A J . the r;ir of Ardis L. Kemp whose! * ridav ni «ht danop ls AI thand- 
car WHS parked in front of the! 1pr ' s "SP^Ie ," well-known 
Spotlight Cfrfe, 20706 3auth locnl dnnrp hand -

Jug Wednesday night at the 
Jondra Park clubhouse to hear 

letails.

at
of 

planning the event with Familo

Among local young men 
work on various

k'This second Community Fairj are Kieth Pisrhol, finance; El-
ouW brin^ «ven more att*n- (Turn to Page 8)

WfcLOOMfc TO TORRANCE" says Paul
Loranger. preiident of the Chamber of Com- the Chamber, and Stanley E. Remelmeyer, new
merce, *i he hands the key to the city to Tom deputy city attorney here for a trial period of
Watson (center), new executive secretary of two months.

Normandle, Keystone, accord­ 
ing to Lennox sheriffs.

Taken were three suits, eight 
sport shirts, three sheets, and 
miscellaneous cooking  quip- 
ment.

TicketN to (lie dance nvay be 
obtained from high school 
student*; by calling- the Her- 
reation Department, 1347 Kl 
Trado. KA 8-410K; or at tl» 
door Friday night*

k .the
you*h group of the Torranea 
Coordinating Council under th$ 
leadership of Larry Lippincott, 
a Junior at Torrance higrh 
school.

Helping tfc« youngsters with, 
their project in an advisory, 
capacity are Mrs. J. L. Hinds* 
president of the Torrance highj 
school P-TA; Tony Gallo, Tor* 
ranee high school tenctier; and, 
Harry Van Bellehem, director 
of recreation.

Activities Planned
Plan of the fund-raising cam* 

pnig.n is to have a series of pub* 
lie functions, such as adult 
dance>s, teenage dances, a May 
festival, and other activities.

One such adult dance will bf 
held this Friday night, April L 
at the Civic Auditorium, corner 
Cravens and El Prado, starting 
st 8 p.m.

Support l Trccd
The det. Tor, 

ranee youi -wn in 
inaugurating this drive for a, 
teenage center deserves the. 
wholehearted support of the, 
community.

We take our hats off to oufl 
youngsters for their enterpris­ 
ing spirit and we wish 
well


